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PersonnelPersonnel
• Lora E Fleming, MD PhD: Principal 

Investigator
• Wendy Stephan, MPH:  Health Educator
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ObjectivesObjectives

Assist Florida Department of Health with marine 
& freshwater toxin human diseases & exposures:

• Surveillance, research, outreach & education 
• Development of targeted educational materials:

– Ciguatera Fish Poisoning Poster & Brochure
• Targeted at Fishers, MDs, Public Health, 

General Public
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ObjectivesObjectives
Assist Florida Department of Health, Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB) Investigators 
including Mote Marine Laboratory with:

• Multimedia HAB presentation development
• Red Tide Emergency Room Study 
• Red Tide 10 day Follow Up Study  
• Red Tide Toxins Inland Transport Study
• Ciguatera Neuropsychological Study
• CDC Ciguatera Study
• CDC Mote Cyanobacteria Study
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Past Year Accomplishments Past Year Accomplishments 
• Accomplishments:

– Ciguatera Fish Poisoning poster & brochure
• Reviewed by HAB Experts

– Assisted in Mote studies & other HAB activities
– National HAB Plan participation, other  

presentations
• Public Health Significance

– Future distribution of materials to fishers, etc
– New HAB human health data

• Challenges
– HABs are environmental phenomena which are 

difficult to study
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Past Year Accomplishments: Past Year Accomplishments: 
Ciguatera Fish Poisoning Poster and Ciguatera Fish Poisoning Poster and 

BrochureBrochure
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Future DirectionFuture Direction

• Education & Outreach
– Materials: Pufferfish & Saxitoxins
– HAB Taskforce,  HAB Conference

• Surveillance 
• Assist Mote & Other HAB Investigators

– 10 day follow up Study, Emergency 
Room Study, Inland Transport Study

– Ciguatera Neuropsych
– Other Research
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Synergism & CollaborationsSynergism & Collaborations

• Production of Education & 
Outreach Materials

• Support in HAB surveillance
• Support ongoing HAB 

Epidemiologic Research
• Liaison with HAB Research 

Community



Florida Department of Health Aquatic Toxins ProgramFlorida Department of Health Aquatic Toxins ProgramFlorida Department of Health Aquatic Toxins Program

Support for these activities were provided
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Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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Aquatic Toxins Program
Division of Environmental Health
Bureau of Community Environmental Health
4052 Bald Cypress Way
Tallahassee, Florida  32399-1712

To report illnesses related to Aquatic 
Toxins call the toll free Hotline at 

1.888.232.8635


