
 

 

ENROLLED SB 2002, 2nd Engrossed  

2011 Legislature   
 
Section 7. In order to implement Specific Appropriation 465 of the 2011-2012 

General Appropriations Act, and for the 2011-2012 fiscal year only, the following requirements 

govern the completion of Phase 2 and Phase 3 of the Department of Health’s Florida Onsite 

Sewage Nitrogen Reduction Strategies Study: 

(1) The Department of Health’s underlying contract for the study remains in full force 

and effect and funding for completion of Phase 2 and Phase 3 is through the Department of 

Health. 

(2) The Department of Health, the Department of Health’s Research Review and 

Advisory Committee, and the Department of Environmental Protection shall work together to 

provide the necessary technical oversight of the completion of Phase 2 and 338 Phase 3 of the 

project. 

(3) Management and oversight of the completion of Phase 2 and Phase 3 must be 

consistent with the terms of the existing contract. However, the main focus and priority to be 

completed during Phase 3 shall be developing, testing, and recommending cost-effective passive 

technology design criteria for nitrogen reduction.  

(4) The systems installed at homesites are experimental in nature and shall be installed 

with significant field testing and monitoring. The Department of Health is specifically authorized 

to allow installation of these experimental systems.  

Notwithstanding any other law, before Phase 3 of the study is completed, a state agency may not 

adopt or implement a rule or policy that:  

(a) Mandates, establishes, or implements more restrictive nitrogen-reduction standards to 

existing or new onsite sewage treatment systems or modification of such systems; or 

(b) Directly or indirectly requires the use of performance-based treatment systems or 

similar technology, such as through an administrative order developed by the Department of 

Environmental Protection as part of a basin management action plan adopted pursuant to s. 

403.067, Florida Statutes. However, the implementation of more restrictive nitrogen-reduction 

standards for onsite systems may be required through a basin management action plan if such 

plan is phased in after completion of Phase 3. 


